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For the longest eight months, | have been in Crew
299 and | have been unable to go to camping due
to problems with receiving permission from my
parents. When | learned that | could finally attend
my first camp ever, | was beyond ecstatic! The
problem was that | felt more stressed about camp
than | could enjoy it (at the beginning.)

"This will be your first biggest step into joining
the crew,"” Dinh had told me when it came to the
Tuyen Hua. | practiced and practiced, but found
myself constantly stumbling on pronunciations of
Vietnamese words. Stress accumulated between
school and Scouts.

My first day of camp, | realized how much fun
being in Crew 299 is. Connecting with the whole
crew, laughing during the games and feeling good
when | won with the Hufflepuffs was great. But in
between, | always found myself looking down to-
wards my ten laws again, reciting words and
phrases.

| became more of a nervous wreck when | heard
my other Scout friends recite their laws to Alina.

Their pronunciation was perfect and they soundes
so much more confident than | did. | blanked o
| felt terrible compared to them.

"We're all in this together, don't forget that!" wa

what Vicky told me. | had said the same thing, b
when it comes to speaking, my confidence wg
destroyed.

"I have to fight through this. The only perso

stopping me is myself. | may stumble on my worc
and make mistakes, but | have to do my best,” wg
what | told myself. :

Midnight came and the Tuyen Hua started. From
the very first station, | found that | didn't know
anything. | studied, but my experience showed me
that | didn't do as well as | could have. | had no
knowledge of my knots, my songs, my scout histo-
ry - | struggled with my Scout laws and oath.
Where have | been putting my effort into, |
thought to myself?

"Give us what we want from you," Alina asked
me. By the end of it all, | knew what Crew 299
wants from me. It's the same thing as what | want
from myself in Scouting. | want to try harder and
become even more active. | want to be an even
bigger part of the family that Crew 299 has been
for years, that | have been a part of for a couple
months.

| want to become stronger as an individual, more
confident. | want to grow more and help others
grow. | want the crew to know that | wasn't per-
fect and stumbled upon my words, but I'd always
be willing to help people in what | can help with.

The Tuyen Hua process taught me more than how
much knowledge | really have in Scouts (which is

still very little). The Tuyen Hua process taught me

that there's so much | still have to experience in

my life both inside and outside Scouting. It taught

me that I'm not perfect, but there's always going

to be a place that I'm going to be accepted any-
ways because I'll always be part of the family -

Crew 299.

Trang Le
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| was feeling tremendously eager and nerv-
ous at the same time for my very first leadership
camp since | had never had any experience with an-
ything that had to do with being a leader before.
These mixed emotions bubbled up inside of me as |
helped pitch the tent and unpack. The truongs gave
us a short lecture, and | felt worried because what
they were referring to me? Afterwards we had the
small campfire, and we did a trust activity. As we
sat in circles and discussed our fears, | felt Isiig
surprised by other people’s fears because | could
relate to some of them. | also thought that thisrex

cise was a good one because it really helped me ..

open up and learn to trust more people. For the nex
few minutes, we just talked until it started tontaht
first it was light rain, so we ignored it, but afte
while as it got heavier, we ran into the tentsyés

an absolute anarchy with people running around
and screaming. | was feeling so somnolent, | fell
asleep right when my head dropped onto the
ground.

| awoke to the deafening sound of Katrina
and Justina shrieking that it was raining and itsva
getting them wet. | realized that I, too, was digp
with rainwater and a downpour was cascading
against our tent. | heard Angela tell me to push ou
one edge of the tent, so | half- sleepwalked aver t
the nearest corner and leaned onto it. Soon after,
Angela dragged me back down to my sleeping bag,

and | fell asleep again. For some reason, no mat-
ter how many hours | sleep, | wake up early. For
example, the next morning, | woke up at 5: 30 and
since no one else in the tent was up, | just saeth
wondering if it rained at any other leadership
camps. When everyone else woke up, we changed,
brushed our teeth, and started to cook breakfast.
We made breakfast burritos, and it thought they
were fun to make, even if it was hard work. |
helped clean, and | was thoroughly surprised to
discover that the water was actually WARM. After
we ate, we set up the flag and had our usual flag

ceremony. Soon, everyone was practicing the Viet-
namese anthem, and we had to sing in front of eve-
ryone by ourselves. When it was my turn, | stood
up and nearly fell down. (not only because my legs
were numb)l sang so quietly nobody could hear

me because | absolutely CANNOT sing alone in

front of a crowd. | was so relieved when | was ex-

cused to go sit back down.

After that embarrassing moment, we
played a few quick rounds of battleship, and then
we went to the large space of grass where we
learned about what you should say, how you
should say it, and being assertive. | learned a lot
from that short lesson, and | was sure that it @as
thing that would be extremely important in life.
Afterward, we played People to People, and | re-




member my face being jammed against the ground
as people desperately ran around grabbing partners
and Nancy seizing me around the stomach and pull-
ing me up. We made lunch, and then we planned
what we would do for the next day. We had a small
conference about disabilities, and we did this ghin
where everyone would have a piece of paper and
they would pass it around so everyone could writeget past Truong Kathy's examination. Apparently,
down one strength and one weakness about thahere cannot be ANY grease or oil left on it. After
person. | wasn’t necessarily disappointed about mywe passed the test, we rehearsed our skit. | heard
weaknesses since they were mostly the same andlistina say, “Let it rain,” and an idea popped into
was already trying to fix them. | was surprised my head we made the parody of “Let it go” as we
went along, and here’s the lyrics to it:
ful, but I've always thought of myself as useless. Let it rain, let it rain
Here is precipitation
Let it rain, let it rain
Evaporation, condensation
Here’s the cloud, and here’s the rain
Let the rain pour down
And then the fly comes off of our tent
| thought it was pretty fun, so we decided to
change our skit into this song. We learned a new
song and dance to do at campfire, and we were
ready to go. | thought the skits and songs wera-cre
tive, and | was so excited to perform our song. Fi-
nally, it was our turn and we stood up and walked
up to the fire. Nancy, Katrina, and Angela sang the
song while Justina and | danced to it. The song was

after all the other spectacular performances, we
shared embarrassing stories, and went to bed. Of
course, | fell asleep almost instantly. The nextrmo
ing, | woke up early and we changed, brushed our
teeth, and made cereal for breakfast. Everyone
packed up and pulled down the tents. We had flag
ceremony again, and finally, it was time to go home
This was, by far, the best camp | have ever been to
Later on, we made dinner while brainstorm- despite the heavy rain. The area was great, and al-
ing some ideas for campfire. We settled on a skimost everywhere you looked, there was nature. Not
about television shows about rain. | thought it wasonly that, but at this camp | learned so many thing
kind of boring, but | didn't say anything sinceitld  that will, no doubt, help me in life. This was aa e
n't have a better idea. After we ate dinner, wecellent leadership camp and it was also fun experi-
cleaned everything, including the stoves. The stoveence for me.
had to be spotless and so immaculate that it could




My first scout camping trip has been one of
the best experiences | have had all year! It has
made me come to realize that everyone is like one
big, happy family that understands the definition
and importance of teamwork. Cooking has been a
vague subject to me so far, but with the help of my
patrol | soon got the hang of it! Thanks, you gtlys!
| have been camping before but scout camping was
a lot different than | expected it to be. | learned
work with others, rather than by myself like | tend
do school, because | feel it would be more efficien
Sapphire was a great leader and told everyone what
to do and how to do it without being excessively
bossy, which | know is hard to do. Scout camping
was s000000000 fun and | am waiting for the next
one!

Although | had already memorized my oath
and laws at home, Sapphire and Truong Christine
were so helpful in answering all of my questions
about them. Sapphire, Vickey, and Katrina were es-
pecially helpful by randomly asking me questions
about each one to keep me going. Truong Kathy al-
so took out time for other aspiring Tuyen Hua earn-
ers and | to question us and test us to ensureviieat
knew our oath and laws. During the ceremony for
the Tuyen Hua, | felt like everyone supported the
kids that were also earning it. It was a very spkci
moment for all of us. | passed and although | man-
aged to keep a straight face on the outside, edail
to keep from bouncing off the walls on the inside.
The truongs were so considerate to tell the others
stand up if they were feeling tired and not to fall
asleep because they knew that that small ceremony
by the fire was an important step for all of the
Tuyen Hua kids.

When | first joined Lien Doan Chi Linh, |

felt like an outsider. | HATED IT!!! (My mom made
me join!!!!) | knew no one and I'm typically an EX-
TREMELY timid person. However, people started
coming up to me and asking my name and believe
me | was relieved because being a shy person and
all I could never do that... All the girls were sodki

in the beginning and now that | went to camp, | fee
like I have known them much longer than just a cou-
ple months. | have started to look forward to ie-ev

ry week and have even recommended it to my
friends! So.... | found a new recruit (maybe)! She is
one of my best friends and she is planning to possi
bly start going to scouts also!!

Having experiences like this camp is very
enlightening but also kind of scary. | didn't know
what to expect and had absolutely no idea of what |
was in for but now | know... I'm definitely going to
the next one! | know now that being a scout is-help
ing everyone no matter what, being a friend to eve-
ryone, and treating other Scouts as brothers and
sisters. This weekend has taught me to trust alyd re
on my fellow scouts instead of doing everything lik
I’'m used to. After all, two or three or seven minds
are better than one. This camp has used teamwork
in all of the activities to help us learn the valfea
team effort and the importance of friends.

In all, camp was a terrific experience and
want to go more! | have learned so much from the
laws and scout oath. My troop has taught, helped,
and supported me so much that | feel part of the
“family” now! | hope that they only enjoyed my
company as | did theirs. As part of the new patrol
everything is new however, | am willingly to exglor
new options and go out of my comfort zone. If this
camping trip has taught me anything, it is to perse
vere and power through (P.T. sort of) no matter
what and if | do fall short, | have friends and eth
people that will aid me.

Hillary Tran— Se Se
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